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XX. YERUSHALMI TAANIT 2:12 


As TO ANY [DAY CONCERNING WHICH] IN THE FASTING SCROLL [MEGILLAT 


TAANIT] IT is WRITTEN [ARAmaIc?] “NOT TO MOURN ‘— ON THE DAY 
BEFORE, IT IS PROHIBITED TO MOURN. ON THE DAY AFTER. IT IS PERMITTED TO 
MOURN. R. Yosé says, “ON THE DAY BEFORE IT AND ALSO ON THE DAY 
AFTER, IT IS PROHIBITED TO MOURN.” [ON THOSE DAYS CONCERNING WHICH 
IN THE FASTING SCROLL IT IS WRITTEN ] “NOT TO FAST,” ON THE DAY BEFORE 
AND ON THE DAY AFTER, IT IS PERMITTED TO FAST. R. Yosé says, “ON THE 
DAY BEFORE IT, IT IS PROHIBITED, ON THE DAY AFTER, IT IS PERMITTED.” 


I:1: The Mishnah represents the view of R. Meir. For R. Meir has said, 
“If it is written, ‘not to mourn,’ it is forbidden also to fast. If it is 
written, ‘Not to fast,’ it is permitted to mourn.” If it is written, “Not 
to...,” without further specification, the meaning is not to fast. Said R. 
Jonah, “These are the days on which it is prohibited to fast, and on 
some of [‘on’] which it is [also] prohibited to mourn.” Said Rabban 
Simeon b. Gamaliel, “Why does the text say, ‘on which...,’ two times? 
The meaning is that at night it is permitted to do so, but in the daytime 
it is forbidden.” 


1:2: [With reference to M. Meg. 1:4F-G: Even though they have said 
they push it up and they do not postpone the reading of the Scroll of 
Esther, on the days on which they read the Scroll of Esther they are 
permitted to hold a lamentation for the dead, to call fasts, and to give 
gifts to the poor:] [When the Mishnah states that it is permitted to 
mourn and to fast, this passage of] the Mishnah speaks either of the 
eleventh of Adar, in accord with the view of R. Yosé, or of the twelfth 
of Adar, in accord with the view of R. Meir. [The thirteenth is 
Nicanor’s day, and one may not fast. One also may not do so on the 
day before that day, the twelfth. Hence one pushes up the reading of 
the Megillah and does it on the eleventh. so Yosé has said. Or in 
Meir’s view since one may fast on a day prior to a day on which one 
may not fast, it is permitted to read the Megillah on the twelfth.] Now 
there is a problem addressed to the position of R. Meir — [that one 
may fast and mourn on the twelfth of Adar]— for has it not been 
taught: On the twelfth of that month [of Adar] is Tirion’s day? [That 
day on which the decrees of Trajan were annulled is a holiday and it is 
forbidden to fast on that day, contrary to Meir’s view of acceptable 
behavior on the twelfth of Adar.] And R. Jacob bar Aha said, ““Tirion’s 
day has been annulled, for it is the day on which Lulianos and Pappos 
were killed.” [Reverting to the positions of the two authorities, we note 


